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Announcing the Runnymede Healthcare Centre Grand Opening
State-of-the-art hospital to serve 200 patients with specialized complex continuing care needs

Toronto: December 01, 2010:

Built on budget and two months ahead of schedule, the new Runnymede Health Centre is proud to announce their official Grand Opening, December 8th 2010 from 9:00 am-11:00am.  Speaking at the event and officially opening the new hospital will be the Honourable Deborah Matthews, Minister of Health and Long-Term Care.   

Much has changed since Runnymede Healthcare Centre (RHC) first opened on October 17th 1945. Back then, the hospital was housed in the former Strathcona Public School built in 1908 and converted into Runnymede Hospital in 1945. With increasing system wide pressures and an aging facility lacking in space and resources, RHC was in dire need of a new home. 
Construction of the new state-of-the-art hospital has erased more than 20 years of uncertainty for RHC which received two legal directives to close and one to transform.  More than doubling in size with the number of beds increasing from 95 to 200, the hospital is now positioned to respond effectively and efficiently to healthcare priorities by reducing wait times for clinical and medical services. 
With big, beautiful, spacious patient rooms featuring large windows to capture the natural light, Runnymede Health Care is the perfect example of a 21st century hospital, combining the latest technology in a modern setting.  With two open air courtyards, a large outdoor garden and walk-out covered terraces patients can dine or relax outside.

“Through intervention and a team approach we help our patients to achieve independence, improved self image, and the ability to attain his or her maximum functional potential”, said President and Chief Executive Officer of RHC, Connie Dejak.  “We give patients back their dignity and rehabilitate them.”   
In January 2010, local residents Mr. and Mrs. Gordon and Ruth Gooder gave the RHC a remarkable gift of $1.2 million dollars. A student at the former Strathcona Public School, Mr. Gooder felt a strong connection to the old hospital:  Mr Gooder’s father-in-law, the late Edward C. Roelofson was appointed chairman of the inaugural board of directors when the hospital first opened in 1945 and Mr. Gooder’s sister-in-law Betty, served as the first female chair of the board. For the Gooder family, Runnymede Healthcare Centre has played an important role in  both their community and their family. 
And in the coming days, the new Runnymede Healthcare Centre with its increased capacity and enhanced programs and services, will open its doors to even more members of our community in need. 

About the Runnymede Healthcare Centre

Runnymede Healthcare Centre has a long history of expertise in the care of individuals with specialized complex continuing care needs. The opening of the new state-of-the-art hospital has enabled them to more than double the capacity from 95 to 200 beds while enhancing the much needed programs and services.  The hospital is now more equipped than ever to respond effectively and efficiently to increasing system pressures by reducing wait times to better meet the healthcare needs of Ontarians.  

Comprehensive, inter-professional and enhanced services offered in the 180,000 square foot facility address the holistic needs of the patients.  Together with supporting areas the professional team includes:  medicine, nursing, physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech-language pathology, clinical nutrition, social work, activation therapy, dentistry and chiropody.  This collaborative approach has positioned Runnymede Healthcare Centre to continue leading the way in specialized complex continuing care.  For more information, visit www.runnymedehc.ca
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